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Roman law played a crucial part in the historical development of the French legal system. Some parts of modern
French law «especially contract law «are indeed still based on it.
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"The emergence of Parliament as the dominant force within the United Kingdom constitution led to the growth of
legislation as a major source of law, transcending both common law and equity in its importance. Its role today is:
unquestioned. .... Legislation can also change or abolish existing common law principles «and amend or repeal
earlier statutes".
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" Roman law «the basis of most continental legal systems «s of surprisingly little importance a as source of
English law. There was never a system of English courts applying solely roman law and any influence that it did
have was therefore indirect the principle link between roman law and common law is Bractons' treatise De
Legibus et consuetudinibus Angliae <Written around 1250. Bracton was well versed in Roman law «and the
civilian principles incorporated into his treatise owed much to the writing of the Roman jurist Justinian",
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"When William the conqueror gained the English throne in 1066 <he established a strong central government and
began «among other things «to standardize the law. Representatives of the kKing were sent out to the countryside
to check local administration <and were given the job of adjudicating in local disputes «according to local Jaw"
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"Equity developed primarily to correct deficiencies in the common law «and this inevitably meant that the two
systems were frequently in conflict, although the conflict was ultimately resolved in favor of equity «the existence
of two systems of law «and two sets of courts each with their own procedures, remedies <and routes of appeal «
continued to cause problems of jurisdictions. the judicature acts 1873- 1875 were intended to bring about
fundamental reform <and their immediate effect was to create a unified system of courts and procedure, the acts
did not merge the substantive rules and it is still correat to talk about principles of equity or equitable remedies '
but the unifications of tre courts did lead to considerahle fusion between the two sets of rules. courts now apply
both rules of common law and equity irrespective of their origins <and It Is often unclear to which of the two
: historical systems a rule owes its parentage".
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"When William the conqueror gained the English throne in 1066 <he established a strong central government and
began «among other things «to standardize the law. Representatives of the king were sent out to the countryside
to check local administration «and were given the job of adjudicating in local disputes «according to local law"
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"Equity developed primarily to correct deficiencies in the common law «and this inevitably meant that the two
systems were frequently in conflict. although the conflict was ultim ately resolved in favor of equity «the existence
of two systems of law and two sets of courts «each with their own procedures, remedies «and routes of appeal «
continued to cause problems of jurisdictions. the judicature acts 1873- 1875 were intended to bring about
fundamental reform «and their immediate effect was to create a unified system of courts and procedure. the acts
did not merge the substantive rules and it is still correct to talk about principles of equiity or equitable remedies '
but the unifications of tre courts did lead to considerable fusion between the two sets of rules. courts now apply
both rules of common law and equity irrespective of their origins «and it is often unclear to which of the two
historical systems a rule owes its parentage",
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