Political philosophy in the old occidental political thought




Socrates




· Ethics and politics are closely connected with each other
· The purpose of politics was to make good and proper citizens
· The purpose of politics was not to capture power
· The root of all the laws (divine and written) is justice; a law is useless when it is not justified by justice.
· Anything is legal when it is approved by justice 
· Allegiance and obedience to law must be shown by citizens
· Obedience to the state even in case of doing acts that citizens do not agree with.
· The philosopher king: the rule of the wise; his role is to ensure the needs of the people.
· Disorder, chaos and disruption of normal activities is a result of violation of equality.
· Ethics is the very foundation of the ideal state
· It is always wrong to disobey the state








	


  Plato 




· The ideal state is a just state
· The ideal state contains 3 major social classes: the rulers, the soldiers, the producers and the workers.
· The ideal state is based on 3 elements: 
· “The nous”: the philosopher king, the wise, the lovers of wisdom, truth and knowledge. They are not allowed to be married or to own property
· “The thumos”: the soldiers and the guardians of the rulers. They are concerned with the defense and keeping order. They are not allowed to own wealth.
· “The soma”: the producers and the workers. They don’t enjoy a political responsibility. They are allowed to be married and have properties. 
· The best form of government is “Aristocracy”.
· Oligarchy (the rule of the rich), Democracy (the rule of the majority poor), Tyranny (the rule of the absolute ruler and the oppressive government) are inferior forms of government.
· The importance of education for the philosopher king, 




Aristotle






· The framing of the appropriate constitution is the main role of politicians; they determine the laws and the institutions. 
· Politicians must work to apply reforms and determine the appropriate timing for it; so that they avoid the circumstances that lead to the decline of the political system.
· Criteria of the best constitution: 
· The definition of the governing body and the form of the government.
· It is controlled by the middle class
· Supporting the rule of the law not the rule of power.
· Prevention of law leading to domination through moderation
· Citizens are fully virtuous
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The rule of the best.




