Major Legal Systems In The Contemporary World
Nowadays, the existing legal systems of the world are: a) The Civil Law System;
b) The Common Law System; ¢/ The Communist Law System; and d) The Islamic Law
System.
The Civil Law System

The civil law system 15 the oldest system i the world and the most influential on the other
law systems. It finds 1ts roots in the Roman law, which was the product of a bnlliant
cvilization extending from the Mediterranean to the north sea and from Byzantium to
Britannia,

The Civl Law System 15 charactenized by the compilation of legal principles nto
scientifically arranged codes 1ssued by the legislative authority. It such a system, the role of
the courts is limited, theoretically at least, to apply the law provisions as embodied in the
codes, whenever they are presented with a case by the opposing parties,

France 1s considered as the cradle of the civil law system. The countries, which apply the

cvil legal system, include the countries of continental Europe, countries of Latin America
and those of the Middle East, such as Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon.
The Common Law System
England 1s the birthplace of common law system. The main feature of English law 1s that it
18 largely case law or, more precisely, a Judge-made law. That 1s, the bulk of the common
law and equity has not been enacted by the parliament, but has been developed through the
centuries by the judge applying established or customary rules of law to new situations and

cases as they anse.



Unlike the position in civil law countries, the major part of the common law 15 the product
of judges. It 1s case law. 1.¢. a Judge-made law. In other words, judicial precedents constitute
a separate source of law and have an independent authonty of their own m common law
countries, whilst they are considered as evidence of what the law 18 i civil law countries,

It 18 worth mentioning, here. That the common law system 15 found today in almost all the
English-speaking countries. From the Brtish Isles. Where 1t onginated. The common law
system was transferred by British settlers to their settlements i the United States of America,
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Pakistan, India, Nigeria and South Africa.

The Islamic Law System

[slamic law 15 called Sharia, which 1 a denivative of an Arabic root word “Track”, “road”
or “path” and means that this law constitutes a divinely ordamned path of conduct that guides
the Muslim towards the fulfilment of hus, or her, religious conviction in the life and reward
from hus or her Creator i the life hereafier. The rules of Sharia not only cover religous
thetoric worships and practices, e.g. praver and fasting, and matters of family law, eg.
marriage, divorce, etc. but also they cover legal transactions and areas of avil law, e.g. the
validity of contracts, the principles of property law, etc. In some Islamic States, such Saudi
Arabic and Iran, Sharia actually makes up mostly the whole part of the legal system of the

State. And the vast majority of Mushms are stll governed by Islamic law in fanuly matters,
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