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Generally speaking, a right is an interest recognized and protected by the rules of law (1). The
object of the right may be a material thing, such as the right of ownership over a piece of land, or

an immaterial thing, such as patent rights, copyrights and trademarks (2).
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Below, is a brief discussion of the nature of the legal right and of the types of legal rights.
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The nature of the legal right requires the imposition of a duty upon all members of the society (1).
Therefore, when the law confers a right on anyone, it imposes a legal duty on the others to respect

this right (2). This indicates that where there is a right there is a legal duty, or an obligation. The

right and obligation are two faces of the same coin @3). It follows that when the owner has the right

to enjoy his property, the others have to respect this right and not to commit any trespass, or

intrusion. This, of course, is under the pain of penalty (4).
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A right, however, should be enjoyed according to the rules of law, rules of morals and custom (1),
Any abuse or misuse of the right might raise the responsibility of the holder of this right (2). This
means that a right must be used as a shield not as a sword, Professor Birks expresses this as g

man cannot conceivably justify shooting another by saying that he was merely using his own

weapon” (3).
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It is significant that every phase of our legal life may be explained in terms of legal rights and
duties. The life of the law consists of the enforcement of claims made by the individuals against
each other. Nevertheless, some aspects of our life under the law are more naturally thought of as
liberties to act or powers to give legal efficacy to our acts than as claims to control the conduct of

others (4).

Gyl Ll o pady O 8 AgLAN Wil (e il (IS 0 Cyad o ()\Sas e 1

8 (e Louall (@leleaV) usids 4T) olSal) Audi e ()9S5 33 La 3lndla . A5 gLl clinlylly

S ol oS oplalt Yo o Wil pallae aan ol sl ag . 5591 pandl as 31,381 g

WasY a6l 2 0lai plac] Jol o cillalinS ol apiatll by =S - ads K- Ly
>3l 0leyal das ST e (9ISES g (L3Ls yad)



Types of Legal Rights: 2uigitall Gyasl (¢1yil) aluadl
In sum : jlaisly
Categorized into : (| caliad /] @i

positive and negative

In sum, legal rights can be categorized into: perfect and imperfect rights; .
rights; and public and

rights; rights in rem and rights in personam; proprietary (ights and personal

private rights.
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Perfect rights are enforceable through court action, but imperfect rights are not (legal formalities
have not been observed). An example of imperfect rights is the right to recover payment of debt

twenty years after payment was due (after the lapse of a prescription period) (1).
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A positive right, on one side, is that which corresponds to a positive duty. It can be seen in a case

where one is obliged to do some positive act. A negative right, on the other side corresponds to a

negative duty. It can be seen in a case where one is ordained by law to refrain from doing a certain

act (2).
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A right in rem is enforceable against the public in general, i.e. all (it binds the world), but a right in
personam is enforceable against one person in particular, i.e. the person upon whom a legal
obligation is imposed by law (it only binds its parties) (1). Almost, all rights in rem are negative

rights and rights in personam are positive rights (2).
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Bt :
roplnetdry rights consist of the whole sum of a man's estate and wealth, whilst personal rights
consist of the rights deriving from a man's Status, e.g. liberty, reputation, etconl (3). )
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Where the legal relationship is between the state (when the state acts as a representative of th
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community as a whole and not as an ordinary individual) and an individual then the right is publ;
. . . . . . D, pu ‘C.

Where the legal relationship is among the individuals themselves or among the individuals and +h
Nd the

state (when the state acts as an ordinary individual) then the right is private (1).
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